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Welcoming Remarks from Barry Munitz 
 
Dr. Barry Munitz welcomed the P-16 Council, Jack O’Connell, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, Rick Miller, Deputy State Superintendent of Policy Development and 
External Affairs Branch for the California Department of Education (CDE), and the 
members of the audience. Dr. Munitz thanked the California State University, Long 
Beach for hosting the meeting. Dr. Munitz asked the Council and members of the 
audience to introduce themselves.  
 
Housekeeping Issues 
 
March 21, 2007, Summary Meeting Notes - The Council unanimously approved the 
summary notes from the March 21, 2007 meeting. 
 
Update on the Council’s Professional Development Report 
 
Dr. Munitz provided an update on the professional development report on teacher 
recruitment, pre-service, and in-service. The latest draft was e-mailed to the Council 
members and Dr. Munitz is incorporating their suggested wording. The report will be 
posted on the P-16 Unit Web site after it has been finalized by the Council.   
 
Legislative Process Presentation by CDE’s Deputy Superintendent of 
Government Affairs Branch, Andrea Ball 
 
Ms. Andrea Ball provided an overview of the legislative process. She informed the 
Council that CDE’s Government Affairs Branch will be working closely with the P-16 
Unit and Rick Miller to assist the Council with their charge of providing 
recommendations for closing the achievement gap. 
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Discussion of “Achievement Gap Closure” 
 
Dr. Munitz and Rick Miller acknowledged that there are numerous ways to assess the 
academic achievement of students. Using standardized tests provides an objective 
measure of what students know. They proposed the following parameter to guide the 
Council’s work of assessing the progress on addressing California’s achievement gap:  
 

• We will measure progress by the continuous and significant narrowing of the 
gap, which will result in the eventual closing of the gap as measured by the 
California Standards Tests (CST), California Alternate Performance 
Assessment (CAPA), California English Language Development Test (CELDT), 
and the California High School Exit Examination (CAHSEE). 

 
• We will hold the same high expectations for success of all students and it is our 

goal that all students will score at proficient or above on all CST.  
 
• In order to achieve success, all students must exhibit continuous gains. 

 
 

Presentation by Russlynn Ali, Executive Director of Education Trust-West 
 
Ms. Russlynn Ali presented information on raising student achievement and closing the 
gap for California students. She provided a PowerPoint presentation on the 12 Steps 
the California P-16 Council Can Take To Help Close the Achievement and Opportunity 
Gap in California. The PowerPoint presentation is available at the Education Trust-West 
Website at: http://www2.edtrust.org/NR/rdonlyres/A6499656-8765-4AC5-AC34-
3646C25ED190/0/LongBeachP16_61807.ppt. 
 
Update on Rand Report on Universal Preschool by Catherine Atkins 
 
Catherine Atkins, President of Preschool California, provided an overview on the Rand 
Corporation’s Adequacy and Efficiency of Preschool Education in California project. 
This project will have four study components that will run concurrently.  
 

• Study 1: Analysis of Achievement Gaps in Meeting California K-3 Standards 
 
• Study 2: Policy Analysis of Publicly-Funded Preschool and Child Care in 

California and Case Study Counties 
 

• Study 3: Collection and Analysis of New Data on Early Child Education 
Utilization and Quality 

 
• Study 4: Synthesis Study of Preschool Adequacy and Efficiency  

 

http://www2.edtrust.org/NR/rdonlyres/A6499656-8765-4AC5-AC34-3646C25ED190/0/LongBeachP16_61807.ppt
http://www2.edtrust.org/NR/rdonlyres/A6499656-8765-4AC5-AC34-3646C25ED190/0/LongBeachP16_61807.ppt
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Discussion of Proposed Subcommittees and Subthemes 
 
Rick Miller proposed that the Council start their closing the achievement gap work by 
basing it on the premise that the major factors inhibiting the learning of all students can 
be grouped into four major subthemes known by the acronym ACES: The subthemes 
and issues are listed below:  
 
• Access - How do all students gain access to what they need? This could include 

rigorous curriculum and instruction; highly effective teachers; counselors; extra 
learning options that supplement the education provided in a typical school day; and 
health and social services; etc.  

 
• Culture/climate - How can schools offer the best learning environment for all 

students? Is it a safe place for students to learn? Is it an environment that promotes 
learning and a sense of belonging for students and school staff? Does it offer 
culturally relevant and responsive instruction? Do effective school- family-community 
partnerships exist?  

 
• Expectations – Are high expectations for all students and teachers truly held? Is it 

evident in the curriculum, instructional practices, student assignments, and the 
school’s communication to students, parents, and school staff? Is student progress 
measured using data and effective instructional strategies? 

  
• Strategies – What practices have proven effective (or are promising) for closing the 

achievement gap? Strategies should address improving the quality of instruction; 
differentiated instruction; increasing instructional time; teacher collaboration time; 
reconsidering how to differentiate schools by grade span; etc. 

 
Council members were preliminarily assigned to a subcommittee group. Each 
subcommittee was assigned a subtheme and members were asked to explore possible 
solutions and to provide research-based recommendations addressing their subtheme. 
 
Subcommittee Breakouts 
 
The Council members convened into their subcommittees and discussed their assigned 
subthemes. The following is a list of the subcommittee members, the elected 
subcommittee chairs, and the CDE liaison assisting the subcommittees. 
 
Access Subcommittee 
 
Members: 
Carrie Allen, Co-Chair 
Richard Alonzo 
Catherine Atkin 
Judy D'Amico 
Carl Guardino (absent) 
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Dián Hasson 
Michael King 
Jo Loss 
Skip Meno, Co-Chair 
Stanley Murphy (absent) 
Jack Stewart 
Anne Stanton 
 
Sallie Wilson, CDE Subcommittee Liaison 
 
 
Culture/Climate Subcommittee 
 
Members: 
Arlene Ackerman (absent) 
Marlene Canter (absent) 
Dorothy Chu 
Sandy Clifton-Bacon 
Shelley Davis 
Jim Dilday, Chair 
Juan Mendoza (absent) 
KimOanh Nguyen-Lam 
Alan Siegel 
Carroll Stevens 
Virginia Victorin (absent) 
 
Shadidi Sia-Maat, CDE Subcommittee Liaison 
 
 
Expectations Subcommittee 
 
Members: 
Carole Bogue-Feinour 
Bob Hudson, Chair 
Rory Hume (absent) 
Allison Jones 
Carol Katzman 
Linda Murray 
Martha Penry 
Scott Plotkin 
Carol Rava Treat (absent) 
Suzanne Tacheny 
Peter Thorp (absent) 
Kendall Vaught 
 
Miguel Cordova, CDE Subcommittee Liaison 
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Strategies Subcommittee 
 
Members: 
Manny Barbara 
Gary Hart  
Herb Fischer 
Bill Jackson 
Sherry Lansing 
Harold Levine 
Patti Martel 
Rhonda Rios-Kravitz, Co-Chair 
Barbara Ross, Co-Chair 
Diane Siri 
Curtis Washington (absent) 
Marcy Whitebook 
Joyce Wright 
 
Jose Ortega, CDE Subcommittee Liaison 
 
Planning for Future Meetings 
 
The next meeting is on December 4, 2007, location to be determined.  
  
Summary Notes Approved by the P-16 Council Members on September 27, 2007 


